CHAPTER    TWENTY-THREE
modern life is built upon an economic foundation,
and that the foundations in England appear, to my
untutored but eager eye, to be crumbling.
It is for that reason that I want to clear away all
pretty phrases, to blow every whiff of sentimentality
out of the window, and to talk, in the dreariest pos-
sible manner, of pounds, shillings and even pence*
ii
WHAT EVERY YOUNG ENGLISHMAN
OUGHT TO KNOW
I should like every young Englishman to get a
piece of paper and a pencil, copy down the following
statement, pin it up on his bedroom mantelpiece,
and read it each morning before breakfast. The
statement is this:
*/ am dependent for my future existence upon the
industry of England. The basis of industry is the home
market*
'America, having 112,000,000 citizens to our
40,000,000, has a home market nearly three times as
great as ours. Since, in addition, the average wealth of
the individual American is almost exactly twice the aver-
age wealth of the individual Englishman, the home mar-
ket of America is actually six times as large as that of
Ertgland.
4 America has a six to one start* What am I going to
do about it?*
What is he going to do about it? In a moment I
may be able to make a few mild suggestions. But
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